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appointed by an imperial edict, was then at Aurungabad, in
the Dekkan, he raised immediately a few thousand men, and,
marching to assume the charge of his new government, passed
Surat, and arrived at Unkulesur, near Broach At this place,
however, he was suddenly attacked by the partisans of Damajee
and his party totally destroyed Fukheer-ood-Dowlah was
next sent from Delhi to take charge of Ahmedabad (a d 1744),
but a detachment of Damajee's troops, under Riuigajee,
opposed him, and prevented his obtaining possession Dama-
jee was at this time absent at Satara, and his brother, Khundee
Row, taking advantage of the opportiinity made several im-
portant changes, removing Rungajee, and appointing an agent
of his own at Ahmedabad He also gave some support to
Fukheer-ood-Dowlah, but Damajee, speedily returning, dis-
solved their connection before it had proved injurious to the
Mahiatta cause, by giving up to Khundee Row the fort of
Borsud and the valuable distuct of Nerriad, and appointing him
liis deputy at Baroda By this judicious management Damajee
preserved an ascendsitxcy over the numerous members of his
own family, and thus surmounted the most important obstacle
to the maintenance of his power He refused to acknowledge
Fukheer-ood-Dowlah, and supported in preference the brother
and son of his old ally, Momin Khan
In a d 1751, Damajee Guikowar, on the invitation of Tara-
Baee, the widow of Raja Ram, the son of Seevajee, marched to
Satara to rescue the raja and the Mahratta state from the
power of the Brahmins As soon as accounts were received of
the Guikowar's approach, Tarsi Baee, who had before unsuc-
cessfully urged the raja to assume the control usurped by his
servant, Balajee Bajee Row, now invited him into the fort of
Satara, where she made him a prisoner D&m&jee Guikowar
was at first successful m defeating the Peshwah's officers, and
in joining Tara Baee, but he was immediately afterwards com-
pelled to retire before them, and to open a negotiation with
Balajee The Peshwah finding Damajee in his power now de-
manded the payment of all the arrears due from Goozerat, and
the cession of a large portion of territory Damajee represented
that he was but the lieutenant of Dhabaree, and that he had no
authority for complying with these demands, On this reply

